
Before t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment, D.C. 

PUBLIC HEARING -- August 2 4 ,  1966 

Appeal No. 8866 D r .  Henry H .  Balch, appe l l an t .  

The Zoning Administrator of t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia, appel lee .  

On motion duly made seconded and unanimously c a r r i e d ,  
t h e  fol lowing Order was entered  a t  t h e  meeting of t h e  Board on 
August 31, 1966. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDER -- Feb. 17, 1967 

ORDERED : 

That t h e  appeal f o r  a  var iance  from t h e  requirements of 
Sec t ions  7205.2 and 7204.1 t o  permit parking i n  f r o n t  of s ing le -  
family dwelling and parking spaces less than 9 x 19 i n  s i z e  a t  
1318 - 30th S t . ,  NW., l o t  824, square 1233, be denied. 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

k; 
(1) Appel lants  property i s  i n  an R-3 D i s t r i c t  which r e q u i r e s  

t h a t  o f f - s t r e e t  parking spaces be loca ted  i n  accordance with Para- 
graph 7204, 7205.12 and 7205.21. 

( 2 )  The s u b j e c t  proper ty  i s  loca ted  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of 
30th S t r e e t ,  NW. and Dumbarton Avenue. I t  i s  40 f e e t  wide along 
30th S t r e e t  and 80 f e e t  deep, and i s  improved with a  s ingle-family 
s t r u c t u r e  f ac ing  30 S t r e e t .  

(3) Appellant r eques t s  a  var iance  so t h a t  he may l o c a t e  two 
o f f - s t r e e t  parking spaces between t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  res idence  
bu i ld ing  and 30th S t r e e t .  

( 4 )  A s i t e  plan (Exhibi t  No. 1) dated J u l y  26, 1966 shows 
t h e  s p e c i f i c  l o c a t i o n  and d e t a i l s  of t h e  proposed improvement. 
Appellant proposes t o  l o c a t e  2 automobile parking spaces i n  t h e  
f r o n t  yard. The e x i s t i n g  e a r t h  embankment w i l l  be lowered t o  
street grade and t h e  space under t h e  f r o n t  porch w i l l  be excavated 
and made a  p a r t  of t h e  proposed parking a rea .  Each parking space 
w i l l  be 9 x 18 '2"  and w i l l  extend under t h e  porch approximately 
7 '2" .  A r e t a i n i n g  wa l l  w i l l  be cons t ruc ted  along t h e  adjo in ing  
s i d e  property l i n e .  An e x i s t i n g  s t r e e t  t r e e  w i l l  remain wi th in  a  
g r a s s  s t r i p  18" wide separa t ing  t h e  t w o  parking a reas .  The p lan  

a l s o  shows a  p a t i o  approximately 25' x 25' along Dumbarton Avenue 
a t  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  property.  



(5 )  The a l l e g e d  hardsh ip  a r i s e s  from t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a p p e l l a n t  
i s  a surgeon and i s  sometimes s u b j e c t  t o  n i g h t  ca l ls  and he d e s i r e s  
t o  park h i s  automobile c l o s e  t o  h i s  home. The l ack  of o f f - s t r e e t  
parking f a c i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  r e q u i r e  t h a t  a  cons ide rab le  amount 
of t ime be s p e n t  looking f o r  a  park ing  space ,  very  o f t e n  t h e  on ly  
one i s  some d i s t a n c e  from h i s  res idence .  H e  p r e s e n t l y  r e n t  a  
garage,  b u t  w i l l  n o t  be a b l e  t o  cont inue  t h i s  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  

( 6 )  There were o b j e c t i o n s  t o  t h i s  r e q u e s t  from t h e  neigh- 
borhood. The p r i n c i p a l  o b j e c t i o n s  a r e  : 

(a) The proposed l o c a t i o n  of t h e  o f f - s t r e e t  park ing  
spaces  would be t o t a l l y  incompat ible  wi th  t h e  
c h a r a c t e r  of the neighborhood and would be 
d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  e f f o r t s  t o  maintain  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  
a r c h i t e c t u r e  and appearance of  Georgetown. 

(b)  The excava t ion  may cause damage t o  t h e  s i d e  w a l l s  
of t h e  a d j o i n i n g  b u i l d i n g ,  which i s  approximately 
1 0 0  yea r s  o l d .  

(c) The type  of ha rdsh ip  claimed by t h e  a p p e l l a n t  i s  
of pe r sona l  n a t u r e  and i s  n o t  such a hardsh ip  as 
i s  intended by t h e  Regulat ions .  

(d)  While t h e  park ing  problem i s  acu te  throughout 
Georgetown, a p p e l l a n t ' s  corner  l o t  g i v e s  him a  
more f avorab le  oppor tun i ty  t o  f i n d  curb  space 
than o t h e r  r e s i d e n t s .  I n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  h i s  park ing  
problem i s  n o t  unique and i s  less seve r  than most. 

OPINION : 

I t  i s  t h e  opinion of t h e  Board t h a t  a p p e l l a n t  has  f a i l e d  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  any hardsh ip  due t o  an excep t iona l  c o n d i t i o n  of h i s  pro- 
p e r t y .  The a l l e g e d  ha rdsh ip  i s  based upon a  pe r sona l  inconvenience 
t h a t  a  surgeon s u b j e c t  t o  n i g h t  c a l l s  would encounter  i n  any a r e a  
where parking i s  c r i t i c a l .  Furthermore,  t h e  si te p lan  shows t h a t  
t h e r e  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  a r e a  i n  t h e  r e a r  of t h i s  p rope r ty  t o  l o c a t e  an 
o f f - s t r e e t  parking a r e a  wi thout  changing t h e  appearance of t h e  
b u i l d i n g  o r  changing t h e  grade of t h e  l o t .  



The ob jec t ions  r a i s e d  by t h e  neighborhood i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  
type of cons t ruc t ion  proposed he re  would be incompatible wi th  
t h e  gene ra l  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  neighborhood. W e  f i n d  no hardship  
wi th in  t h e  meaning of t h e  var iance  c l ause  of t h e  Zoning Regulat ions .  
Fu r the r ,  t h e  g ran t ing  of t h i s  appea l ,  i n  our  view, would do sub- 
s t a n t i a l  v io lence  t o  t h e  purpose and i n t e n t  of t h e  Regulat ions  
and consequently adverse ly  a f f e c t  t h e  pub l i c  i n t e r e s t .  


